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CHAPTER 9
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‘Yes, yes, well, we can gloss over that .
What they won’t know won'’t hurt them/

said the king.

‘What about me, Father?’ said Catface_.“‘ S
‘Am [ welcome home?’ 4
‘After all we’ve been through tonight, my“,
boy, I've never been more proud of you. I'm :
sorry for everything. I was just jealous of ;lf-: |
you, at home up there on the streets, with

all those surface dwellers. Tell me, are cats

as cool as they look?’
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‘Today marks a brave new day in the
history of rats, cats and snakes; Proclaimeq
the king to his people. ‘From this day forth,
we are no longer enemies, and our friengdsg
Brian and Brenda are awarded the keys tq
the city!

‘Not your father’s brightest idea’
whispered Brian to Catface. ‘I've gone right
off rats, but Brenda loves them. She won’t
need feeding for a while, but I wouldn’t
exactly invite her to visit!’

‘Right,’ said Catface, looking pale. T'll ...
er ... mention it to Father later’

‘And for the mighty Toto and her brother,
Silver; continued the king, ‘we accord them

the highest honour in the kingdom of the

rats: THE CROWN OF CHEESE!
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A couple of the King’s Guarg brought out
a crown made of really Stinky cheege _ a
combination of Camembert, Stiltop and
Red Leicester, from what Toto could sme]).

‘WHAT?"  whispered Toto. T'm not
wearing that!’

‘You have to!’ said Catface. ‘It's the
greatest honour in our kingdom. It means
you go down in history as a friend of the
rats.’

‘And that you look like a muppet!” said
Silver, chuckling.

‘I don’t know what you’re laughing at,
said Toto. ‘There’s one for you too!’

‘WHAT?

They could only stand there as they were

both adorned with their crowns and the
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‘Thank you, Father’ said Catface,

hugging
his dad.

‘I think 1]) stay topside for now
though. Like you said, cats are coo]!’

‘AND Now) proclaimed the king, ‘LET

Us PARTY LIkE RATS ON A HOT TIN ROOE
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CHEESE ALL ROUND?

The town square erupted with cheers and
lapping. The music and dancing started
clap .

gain with rat-sized violins, accordions
up a )

and flutes playing the latest rat hits. It was
going to be one big party!

‘Bria
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‘Well, you know where we are,’ said Brian,

‘See you soon!’
With a nod of thanks to the cats, the two
snakes slithered off, tails entwined, back

towards the zoo.

Meanwhile, yellow cheesy stuff was

flying from all of the food s
soing to get messy, said Catiaeel
and Silver from the balconjy
home before the sun comes up.
‘1 could sleep for a w

. ‘Let'sgo.
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