
Monday 1st February 2021

LO: To know the features of  a newspaper 

report.



Today, we are going to look at the most important features 

of  a newspaper report.

This will help us to gain a better understanding on how to 

successfully write our own newspaper report.





Newspapers use the headline to try to 
grab the readers’ attention. It might 
even use a pun, rhyme or alliteration. 

HEADLINE





Introductory paragraph (lead)

A newspaper report begins 

with an introductory 

paragraph that includes the 

five Ws.

What 
happened?

Where did 
it happen?

When did 
it happen?

Who was 
involved?

Why did 
it happen?





Captions and pictures

Photos and captions will help 

to tell the story by giving the 

reader a snapshot of  what has 

happened, where it happened 

or who it happened to. 

A caption explains to the 

reader what is happening in 

a picture. The caption is 

usually placed underneath 

the picture



Think of  the most suitable captions 



Facts about the Main 

Events
A newspaper must give information that is factually correct 

about the events. Can you decide which of  these sentences 

you think are facts and which are opinions? 



The man had a beard and wore a black coat.

1. The man had a beard and wore a black coat.

2. I am the smartest person in the class.

3. Yellow is the best colour.

4. You shouldn’t go swimming in the sea.

5. It took the runner 84 days to complete the extreme race.

6. The truck arrived at 3 am to pick up the jewels.

7. The Queen visited Westminster Abby earlier this morning. 



Write in the third person and past tense

Third person Past tense

Write about what happened to 

others (e.g. he, she, they, them, 

it), not from your own 

perspective.

Newspaper articles are normally 

an example of  a recount text. 

They are written in the past 

tense as the event has already 

taken place.



Formal language

When writing a newspaper report, you need to think about the 

audience. You shouldn’t include any slang expressions. Use 

more formal tone instead.





Text layout

Columns

When reading a newspaper report, 

you will notice that the text is 

organised in columns.

Why is that?

The font 
size used by newspapers (typically 8-
10) is easier for us to read when there 
are around eight words per line. Just 
imagine trying to read an article that 
was printed across the whole width of  
the page!





Eyewitness account (quotes)

Quotations tell us what has been said and who has said it. They 
can help to make the story credible by giving the reader the 
opinions of  the people involved. Remember to use inverted 
commas!






