The Boy at the Back of the Class
CHAPTERS 4-8

1. Do you agree that if you really want something you should keep on trying? Discuss the importance of developing a ‘growth mindset’.
 2. Why does Ahmet not acknowledge the narrator when they give him sweets?
 3. What do you think has happened to Ahmet? 
4. What is a refugee? 
5. Is there a time when someone would want to leave their country and home to start a new life somewhere else? Can you be forced to leave your country and home? Discuss.
 6. Why does Mr Brown frown and move away from Mrs Grimsby?
 7. Try to answer the eleven questions on page 48. You might need to make some predictions.
 8. Why is the narrator worried at the end of Chapter 6? What would you do in this situation?
 9. Why does everyone crowd round when Ahmet plays football at break-time? 
10. In Chapter 7, find examples of how the characters show their emotions through their actions. 
11. What does Mrs Khan mean when she says ‘some people just can’t see past the end of their own nose!’ (p68)? 
12. What is the unexpected adventure? 
13. What is a ‘floor manager’ of a supermarket?

Writing Opportunity:
Write a description of the market. Make sure the mood and atmosphere is created through the use of the senses. What can the narrator see, feel, smell, hear and taste?
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